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Many thanks to Jackie Johnson from the English
Speaking Board for visiting Brushstrokes to
help prepare our volunteer ESOL teachers and
teaching assistants to administer speaking,
listening, reading and writing exams.
Volunteers were taught about assessment
criteria and then were given tasks (in Kurdish
and Spanish) to help their awareness of the
learning experience. All found the exercises
extremely useful. Thank you to Jane,
Brushstrokes ESOL Coordinator, for organising
this training event and to Hawar and Vivien for
your valuable contributions. If you would like
to be involved with teaching
English as a volunteer please do
contact Jane on 0121 565 2234.

Quiet Success for Hassanat
The smiling face to the left belongs to Hassanat, one of the many
lovely friends of Brushstrokes. Hassanat came to the UK from
Nigeria and since 2013, as an asylum seeker, has been receiving
support from the project. However she has also been extremely
hardworking and self-motivated to improve her own situation.
She has passed her Level 1 in English as well as Level 1 and Level
2 in Health and Social Care. She is now studying Mathematics at
Level 1 and since being granted permission to remain in the UK in
October 2019 has also been successful in securing part time
employment as a Domiciliary Child Carer. As if that is not enough
she has just applied for her provisional driving licence. Hassanat is
one of those people who quietly gets on with life without drama
and everyone at Brushstrokes wishes her every success in her
new life. Well done for all your efforts, Hassanat.

Congratulations to Volunteer Coordinator,
Martin McNally, on reaching %ive years of
dedicated service with Brushstrokes
Community Project. Martin, was presented
with a certi%icate commemorating this by Jo
Watters, Head of Community Projects at
Father Hudson’s Care and Dave Newall,
Brushstrokes Project Manager. Martin does
tremendous work at the centre recruiting,
training and supporting volunteers across a
wide variety of services in administration,
teaching, resources, and reception. If you
would like to support the work of
Brushstrokes by donating a few hours a week
as a volunteer please get in touch with Martin
on 0212 565 2234.

Marsha, who came to the
UK from Jamaica recently
visited Brushstrokes with
clothing donations. When
thanked for these she
explained that she felt she
owed a debt having been
helped by us in 2012 when
she was heavily pregnant.
Marsha described how,
with just two weeks to go
before giving birth to her
son, Brushstrokes gave her
baby clothes, a cot and a
pushchair plus suf%icient
%inancial assistance to pay
for a car seat, a bunk bed, a
cooker and a fridge. She
says, ‘I know how it feels to
have nothing and to rely
on charity. At %irst my
pride made it dif%icult to
accept help but you treated me with dignity so that I was able to
receive things. I was overwhelmed by your understanding and just
want to return gifts to you so you can help others who are now in the
position I once was. Now, I am back on my feet, and if I could I’d
spend a fortune in shops and give it all to you.’
Marsha is now studying for her Master’s Degree in Nursing at the
University of Wolverhampton as well as bringing up her children. We
wish her every success and are thankful to have been remembered by
her with kindness.

Thank you very much to Brushstrokes
Volunteer ESOL Teacher Mary-Rose and
members of the Faculty of Health and
Education at Birmingham City University
for your kind donation of warm male
clothing.

Sincere thanks to Paul and
Matthew, our outreach and
café volunteers from the
Jesuit Community, Manresa
House in Birmingham. The
young men present a
cheerful and energetic
presence every Friday and
are a welcome addition to our
team. They are off on a short
vocational placement to
Ireland/Northern Ireland but
we will welcome them back
after Easter. Thank you both
for your
hard
work,
reliability
and
humour.

It is with great sadness that we announce
that Sally, Brushstrokes’ Resources
Coordinator is leaving to take up a new
post organising prison choirs. Sally says,
‘Thank you to all of my friends here at
Brushstrokes, for making my two years
here such a joy! I will miss you all and
wish you all the very best for the
future.’
Thank you, Sally, for all your hard work
in supporting
very
vulnerable
people. We
wish you every
success in your
new role and
will miss your
happy
presence.

A huge Thank You to Sandra, of Sandwell Community Midwives, for
delivering these beautiful hand-knitted baby garments from her
colleague, Claire’s, ‘nan’. Each baby blanket will be placed in a baby
pack together with other necessary items and given out to a new mum
in our community. If you know of a mum-to-be who would bene/it from
one of our free baby packs, lovingly put together by Fatmire, our
Resources Assistant, please let us know on 0121 565 2234. Grateful
thanks to Claire’s kind grandmother for devoting her time to helping
others.

Many congratulations to Grace for being
successful in her application to reside in
the UK. Pictured is Grace, together with
Lukano, Brushstrokes Early Action Advice
worker.
Advice Volunteers wanted
We are looking for volunteers who will be able to provide advice and guidance to
members of the local community here at Brushstrokes. You will receive in-depth
and detailed training and be supervised by our Senior Adviser. You will be
assisting those who are most vulnerable in our community giving them a voice
and promoting their well being.
Volunteers will be reimbursed for any reasonable out of pocket expenses
incurred while volunteering for Brushstrokes.
To register your interest please email: martin@brushstrokessandwell.org.uk

Meet Josie and SHP (Sally
Henny Penny) —
esteemed hens belonging
to Brushstrokes Knit ‘n’
Natter volunteer, Sara.
The hens, who have been
with Sara and her
husband, Andy, since
January 2019 provide
endless joy as well as a
daily supply of eggs. Sara
says, ‘My husband has
wanted to keep chickens
for a long time so we
/inally agreed to do this
in January. Apart from
the bene/its of fresh eggs
it is lovely to be involved
so closely with nature. I
highly recommend
keeping chickens!’

SMETHWICK COMMUNITY AWARDS 2019
Brushstrokes Community Project was proud to be represented at the March 2019 Smethwick
Community awards ceremony by Volunteer Coordinator, Martin McNally, and nominated
volunteers. Our nominated %inalists included:
Elsa Hallaci
YOUNG PERSON AWARD: Young person who makes a positive
contribution to the local community.
Salman Mirza
VOLUNTEER AWARD: Someone whose volunteering makes a huge impact to the local
community.
Diane Hill
VOLUNTEER AWARD: Someone whose volunteering makes a huge impact to the local
community.
Brushstrokes’ Catering Volunteer Team COMMUNITY PROJECT AWARD: A community project that makes a
difference to the local community.
Brushstrokes Community Project
COMMUNITY ORGANISATION AWARD: An organisation that makes a
difference to the local community.
Our fantastic news is that Salman Mirza was awarded the Outstanding
Volunteer award for 2019. Here is Martin’s nomination for Salman:
I would like to nominate Salman Mirza for the “Volunteer Award”. He is a
quali%ied adviser in immigration and has been a volunteer for over six
years. His free advice has life changing and profound consequences for
those people who could not otherwise afford to pay for legal consultation or
representation in and around the Smethwick area.
Over the last six years Salman has offered free immigration advice to local
people who could not otherwise afford representation. Even though he
works during the week he offers his free time on his day off to Brushstrokes
so as to help people with their immigration issues.
His achievements include obtaining Level 3 in immigration advice, certi%ied
by OISC. This certi%icate is extremely hard to obtain due to the level of
in-depth study and experience required. Over the years he has seen
hundreds of clients, all of whom are desperate for assistance regarding
their status within England, including those who are part of the ‘Windrush’
generation living locally.
We are a local community project in Smethwick and are lucky to have Salman as part of our volunteer team. His
reputation precedes him and he comes with referrals from Citizen’s Advice, The Children’s Society and ASIRT (a not
for pro%it organisation dealing with serious issues regarding immigration, asylum and domestic violence).
Salman sees those who are on the fringes of society, who do not have any recourse to public funds, such as bene%its
and who can not afford to pay for legal fees. These do not know who or where to turn and come to him in great
Distress, often at their wits end and with nowhere to turn to. To many Salman is their last hope.
We have over 50 volunteers and as a local project in Smethwick it is Salman's’ assistance which we believe makes the
most dramatic impact on peoples lives. Clients are seen on a free drop-in basis and all are treated equally and with
respect.
There is a great demand for his service and even though the list to his surgery is closed at 11am he will use the rest of
the day and stay behind to make sure he sees everyone. Every client’s case is different and he takes the time to listen
and try and sort out their issues.
The value of his service is that many local people have received a voice regarding their situation saving thousands of
pounds in legal fees, hardship of clients and even the prevention of homelessness. It is also very dif%icult to quantify
the amount of saving his assistance has made on the well being and mental health of clients.
Salman offers a glimmer of hope to those who have no where left to go.
Huge congratulations to Salman for his well-deserved recognition and success and thank you to all our wonderful
volunteers. You each help to make Brushstrokes a valuable lifeline to many vulnerable people in our community.

More pictures from the
Smethwick Community Awards.
Pictured left to right are (back)
Elsa, Makbule, Haleema, Zyrafete,
Babatunde and Seema, and (front)
Martin and Salman.
Thank you to Smethwick Community Awards for
organising an amazing evening and meal. This award scheme
is being run by Sandwell Community Hubs working in
partnership with Sandwell Council and is open to community
sector organisations and individuals able to demonstrate that
they have improved community wellbeing within the past 12
months. To enter, organisations and individuals must operate
in Smethwick and all projects must take place in the town.

Early Action project for people seeking asylum
Brushstrokes is working with Refugee Action and six other charities to bring early action
approaches to our work with those seeking asylum. The project started in July 2018 and has
been funded by the National Lottery Community Fund for 3 years. It is being coordinated by
Refugee Action and has been signed up to by Brushstrokes and Father Hudson’s Care.
Asylum Early Action aims to discover and implement services that help people in the asylum sys
tem before they reach crisis point. The programme partners have developed and signed up to a
set of overarching principles that we believe illustrate the central elements of asylum early action.
Brushstrokes’ approach to early action includes:
Increased outreach and home visiting to those in asylum accommodation.
Providing asylum guides to help individuals understand and navigate the
asylum journey.
Improving our refugee homelessness prevention pathway to ensure a
smoother transition for refugees as they move from asylum support and settle
in the UK.
For more information on the project or if you are interested in becoming a
volunteer asylum guide please contact info@brushstrokessandwell.org.uk or 0121
565 2234 and ask for Lukano our Early Action advice worker.
For more information about Asylum Early Action see:
https://asylumearlyaction.org/Early Action project for people seeking asylum

Thank you to Christy Acton and the good people of Tabor House for the generous gift and delivery of of5ice chairs to
Brushstrokes. Your kindness has smartened up our training room very much.

What’s on at Brushstrokes 2019
Monday
Advice and Information: 0900 — 1200 drop-in.
Resources distribution (appointments only).
ESOL/IELTS classes.
Tuesday
Food distribution (1200 — 1500).
ESOL classes.
Beginners IT class (1500 — 1650).
Wednesday
Advice and Information: 0900 — 1200 drop-in.
Work Club 1500 — 1700 (appointments only).
Resources distribution (appointments only).
Contact us:
Brushstrokes Community Project
St Philips Parish Centre
Watt Street (off Messenger Road)
Smethwick, B66 3DA

ESOL/IELTS/Life in the UK classes.
Thursday
Knit and Natter (10.00 — 12.00).
Food distribution (1200 — 1500).
ESOL/IELTS classes.
Friday
Immigration drop in service (0900 — 1100).
Community Café (1200 — 1400).
Resources distribution (appointments only).

Phone: 0121 565 2234
E-mail: info@brushstrokessandwell.org.uk
Website: www.brushstrokessandwell.org.uk
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