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Open for business at last! (Although we never really
stopped.) Wednesday 16th October 2019 now
enters the annals of Brushstrokes’ history as the
date when our new centre was of'icially opened by
the Mayor of Sandwell, Councillor Ann Jaron. Also
present were representatives of Father Hudson’s
Care, Sandwell Council, The Infant Jesus Sisters, the
Church of St Philip Neri, The Good Shepherd
Convent, Manchester, and esteemed speakers from
Brushstrokes, Atyaf and Horani. We were also
greatly honoured to be host to around 60 other
guests and friends from a variety of supportive
organisations as well as individual well-wishers.
Before unveiling our new plaque,
the Mayor talked about her own
Eastern European heritage and
reinforced how pleased she was
to have Brushstrokes as one of
her two chosen charities for
2019/20. Andy Quinn, CEO of
FHC, remarked on the great
journey that Brushstrokes has
made, as well as acknowledged
the wonderful work that has
been done behind the scenes by
the partners and friends of Father Hudson’s Care. Project Manager,
Dave Newall, was eloquent in thanking his team of staff and
volunteers and Atyaf from Iraq, and Horani from Syria, each spoke
poignantly of how the centre has helped them in their particular
circumstances.
It was lovely to meet, talk and share food and kind greetings with people after the of'icial event. Grateful thanks to Good
Shepherd Convent sisters, Helen, Nuala and Carmel, for making a long journey to be
with us, and thank you to Salman for taking photographs which serve to exhibit the
passion with which all connected with Brushstrokes feel and express. Final thoughts
must rest with ESOL Coordinator, Jane, who quietly commented after the meeting that
‘Listening to the messages today I 'inally feel that the spirit of Brushstrokes has moved
across with us.’ Well done to all involved with this special occasion.

New Smethwick centre opens to help people into community
(Article reproduced with kind permission of James Vukmirovic — Express & Star Community Reporter)
A Sandwell project aimed at helping
newcomers settle into the community has
of#icially opened its new premises.
The Mayor of Sandwell, Councillor Ann
Jaron, was among the invited guests as
Brushstrokes Smethwick marked the
opening of its new building on Smethwick
High Street with a celebration event.
Brushstrokes is a partnership project
between Father Hudson’s Care, the Infant
Jesus Sisters, the parish of St Philip Neri
and the Sisters of Our Lady of Charity of
the Good Shepherd.
The new building, which replaces the
previous base at St Phillip's Church on
Watt Street, will allow Brushstrokes to
increase the provision of practical
resources to destitute and homeless
people, as well as being able to reach out to the community by visiting and befriending isolated and excluded people
in their own homes, welcoming people to their community cafe and teach English for Speakers of Other Languages
(ESOL) classes.
Father Hudson's Care Chief Executive Of#icer Andy Quinn opened proceedings at the event on Wednesday with a
speech about the importance of the move to the new building and how it would bene#it the users of the service going
forward. Further speeches came from Brushstrokes Project Manager Dave Newall and former refugees Atyaf Sultan
and Horani Othaman before Mayor of Sandwell Ann Jaron gave the #inal speech of the event, talking about her
upbringing by her Polish parents, and her involvement with Brushstrokes, which is one of her chosen charities for
2019, before unveiling the plaque which of#icially opened the centre.
Dave Newall acknowledged the importance of the move and how it would increase the services provided by
Brushstrokes. He said: "I think for us, the previous space we had was great, but it was far too small. It means we can
provide more of the advice and the resources and all of our services in a way which is a bit more digni#ied and there’s
opportunity to use the building in the evenings, which we couldn’t do before as well, so it creates an opportunity for
much more community involvement and to extend the service for new arrivals."
Andy Quinn spoke about the newer
services provided by Brushstrokes
and how it would help people going
forward. He said: "I think the newest
service we have provided is advice.
We have a very wide range of advice
services now and we need to
consolidate that and strengthen that.
That’s been the biggest new service.
"The ESOL is the key service in terms
of helping people integrate into
British society by learning the
language. It’s a bridge that people
need to walk over."
Brushstrokes members of staff
Carol Mendez, Kathy Fryatt, Lucy
Clark and Sija Dube
celebrate the opening of the new
centre

A Warm Welcome to Amrit
My name is Amrit Nandra, I am a quali ied Solicitor and
have practised for over 15 years. I am the new Advice
Services Manager at Brushstrokes. I am tasked with
managing Brushstrokes’ advice and information services
for refugees, asylum seekers and migrants, ensuring quality,
accuracy, accessibility and responsiveness to clients and
community needs.
I will be responsible for managing Brushstrokes advice,
information and outreach services which currently include:
the Sandwell New Arrivals Pathway; Early Action and
Asylum Guides projects; immigration advice, EU Settlement
project, the Settling Well project and generalist advice.
I will be co-ordinating advice and information provision at
Brushstrokes with advice staff, ensuring drop-in clinics,
outreach clinics, home visits and the availability of centrebased appointments meet the needs of clients and are
delivered in ways to manage the high demand both at the
centre and in the community.
I look forward to working with the entire team of Brushstrokes and helping them in providing the local community
with specialist quality advice services.
A Light at the End of the Tunnel
Brushstrokes received a visit from a thankful
Uchechukwu in early October who brought in
chocolates to express gratitude to staff and volunteers
for assisting her in her application for residence. Uche
said, ‘I had lost hope and there was no way I was going
to be successful with my case, but Brushstrokes, and in
particular Lukano, kept on making me believe that I
would one day be granted Leave to Remain.
Brushstrokes helped me in my journey of success, and I
want to thank them very much for being so friendly, and
persistently writing and contacting partner
organisations to help me with my case. It is surreal and I
cannot believe that I have been granted Leave to Remain
in the UK. Thank you Lukano and Brushstrokes for
renewing my life and making me believe that I still have a lot to live for with my new acquired status.’
Get Well Soon, Sara
Sometimes in the busyness of our work we fail to fully appreciate members of the Brushstrokes
community who serve so faithfully week in and week out. We
wish to acknowledge the wonderful efforts of volunteer Sara
Packer who, together with Kathy, has run our Knit and Natter
group for a couple of years now.
Sara, who has not been too well
recently, brings a lovely, bubbly
and kind presence to the centre
and is missed greatly. She is
unassuming (even reading this
little tribute will make her tearful)
and always makes time for others,
caring for people with genuine
compassion and patience.
We look forward to seeing you
soon, Sara, and hearing more
about your pet chickens!

The following message was sent to us by Roy Gardiner, a member of Brushstrokes’
Management Committee, and creator/administrator of our web site. We are very grateful for
Roy’s kind contribution to our service.
David, thanks for showing me around the new Brushstrokes Centre. It looks so much more
professional and it can only enhance the already excellent work that is done to help the
more vulnerable in Smethwick and beyond. Everyone must have worked so hard to get it
up and running. Please give my thanks to the staff and volunteers at the centre.
Listening to Prayer for the Day on Radio 4 I thought today's prayer says so much about
society and how people help, and why do some people achieve whilst others work without
the recognition? Here is the script:
"Good morning. Today is the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Ghandi, a huge and
powerful 0igure who dramatically affected the history of the Indian sub-continent. And
while he was, and remains, in some respects a controversial 0igure, to many he is the Father
of modern India.
But for me he also raises a broader question – what is it about some people that enables
them to transcend the 0laws of humanity to achieve so much and become so iconic?
Perhaps one of the things that singles them out is that they had the right idea and the right
gifts to make change happen at the right time. People like William Wilberforce, Florence
Nightingale, Winston Churchill, Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela. They each changed
the world for the better through a clarity of vision and a determination to make that vision
happen.
The world is often a complex and confusing place. When someone emerges who seems able
to explain everything and assures us that they have the answers the attraction is
obvious. What I 0ind actually encouraging in all this is the fact that so many of these heroic 0igures achieved so much
despite their 0laws. And that both challenges me and gives me hope.
Most of us may never be heroes but we can still try to be the right person, in the right place at the right time to offer
love, support, help and encouragement to our families, friends and the people we come into contact with day by day.
Father God, history is full of big names who had a huge impact on the world and we thank You for their
achievements. But may we never forget that, daily, every one of us has opportunities to share Your love with those
around us in ways that may not change the world but can still bless the lives of those we meet. Amen"
(The transcript within quotation marks has been taken from BBC Radio 4’s Prayer for the Day — author George Craig.
Many thanks to the BBC for their kind permission in allowing us to reprint this.)

Meet Claire. Claire is a new
volunteer at Brushstrokes and
works tremendously hard by
assisting us on reception, in
resources, and with data entry.
Claire says, ‘I really enjoy
meeting new people and
helping them. I love the
community aspect of working
at the centre.’ We are very
grateful for your kind help,
Claire, and appreciate your
cheerful energy.

Kindest regards to Jo
Watters, Father
Hudson’s Care’s Head
of Community Projects,
on the new baby
addition to her family.
Jo works extremely
hard on Brushstrokes’
behalf and we wish her
and her family every
blessing in the months
ahead.

We are very grateful to Pat and Richard and the good
people of SCC for their generous donation of
computers and lap tops for our use. These machines
are now being utilised in our work club and IT classes
as well as for general of0ice use.
Dave Newall, Project Manager of Brushstrokes, says,
‘We would like to thank SCC for the provision of these
computers. As an organisation, as our staff and
volunteer team has expanded recently, these new
computers will help to provide more specialist advice
and support to vulnerable adults and families in
Sandwell and West Birmingham.

Pictured left are
Pat (from SCC) and
Dave Newall.

Degree Award for Sister Margaret
Many congratulations to Sister Margaret Walsh (Infant Jesus Sisters) on the
occasion of her receiving an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws from Newman
University, Birmingham.
Sr Margaret has been an Infant Jesus Sister for more than 50 years and, after 0irst
helping to found the Hope Community in Wolverhampton, established
Brushstrokes Community Project in Smethwick in 1999. The focus of the work
was to support the most vulnerable members of the community who at that time
were new asylum seekers. Many of the project’s activities revolved around their
needs as they still do today.
Once Brushstrokes had been 0irmly rooted Sr Margaret handed over the reins and
moved into Birmingham city centre where, again, she continued supporting
asylum seekers and refugees. Her work, especially amongst refused asylum
seekers who were at risk of becoming homeless and destitute, led to the formation
of St Chad’s Sanctuary, a place of welcome and practical help.
Sr Margaret is still the full time voluntary manager of St Chad’s Sanctuary which
utilises over 100 volunteers and a small core group of staff. She also remains on
the management board of the Hope Community and Brushstrokes Community
Project and is a trustee with Birmingham Churches Together.
The Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred by Newman University on
Sr Margaret Walsh for her visionary and inspirational work over many years to
help those who 0ind themselves marginalised in society.

We are very grateful to have received harvest donations from the following
schools and organisations. Many thanks also to Elaine and her staff at the Body
Shop, Bullring, Birmingham for their continued support with the Period Poverty
campaign.
St John Bosco Catholic Primary School, West Bromwich
Our Lady and St Hubert's Catholic Primary School
Oldbury
St. Philip's Catholic Primary School, Smethwick
The Meadows School, Oldbury
St Francis Xavier Catholic Primary School, Oldbury
Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic Primary School
Solihull
Polish Millennium House, Birmingham
Abbey Catholic Primary School, Birmingham
St Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Oldbury
(Below) The magni"icent church altar at
Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic Primary
School laden with harvest festival food.

Children from Abbey Catholic
Primary School loading Lucy’s
car with harvest food to be
distributed at Brushstrokes.

Community Café
Comeback
On Friday 25th October
2019 Brushstrokes
welcomed its irst
diner to the brand new
Community Café . Local
resident, Ken, who
regularly attended our
café at our previous
premises, was very
happy to be present
following a short break
in which our new
kitchen was itted.
Café Coordinator,
Martin said, ‘It was a
pleasure to start off our
new café regime with a
familiar face as well as with new equipment. The colourful new chairs and new tables have been a wonderful addition
to the dining experience and our volunteers have been thrilled with all the new facilities. We look forward to
welcoming old friends as well as many new people to our café .’
The Brushstrokes Community Café is open most Fridays throughout the year from 12pm till 2pm. All are welcome to
enjoy a free hot nutritious meal, dessert and tea/coffee. To enquire about this service please contact Martin on 0121
565 2234. Pictured above are Martin, Ken and café volunteer, Kathy.

Brushstrokes Community Project is fortunate to enjoy a happy relationship
with the Columban Missionaries of Great Britain. We bene/it greatly from
the efforts of their volunteers each year and currently are host to Orla (left)
and Berlind. Here, Orla writes:
Hello, my name’s Orla. I am a ‘Faith in Action’ volunteer with the Columban
Missionaries in Birmingham. I will be volunteering at Brushstrokes for one
day a week for a year. I am really enjoying the experience so far and am
looking forward to meeting more people and helping out in different areas
as time goes on.
Orla assists us in our Community Café and is also hoping to do outreach work
with us. We are very grateful for her kind help and wish her a positive year
ahead.

Magic for Brushstrokes
by the Brilliant, Baf lingly Bewitching Benjamin
and Enigmatic, Enchantingly Enthralling Elijah!
Brushstrokes’ Resources Coordinator, Lucy writes about her sons:
‘[I am] super proud of these two yesterday who turned meal time
entertainment into a fundraising opportunity for charity. Their card magic
during a wedding meal raised almost £25 for Brushstrokes, Smethwick. Thanks
to Natalie and Grant for allowing them to roam the tables, and all the generous
guests who paid for a trick ♠
Pictured left to right are:
Simon, Ben, Lucy and Elijah. Thank you
all very much for sharing your kindness
and amazing magical powers on
Brushstrokes’ behalf

Thank you very much to
Jason and Feraz of Ummah
Care Foundation for
unexpectedly and kindly
delivering delicious
sandwiches and desserts
to Brushstrokes
Community Project.
Ummah Care Foundation
is based in Birmingham
and was established by
Feraz who is off to
Lebanon this month with
relief supplies. Ummah
Care Foundation has one
simple motto "Humanity is
for all."

Pictured above are Jason, Claire (Brushstrokes Reception Volunteer) and Feraz.

We wish all at UCF every
success in their work with
suffering people.

What’s on at Brushstrokes 2019
Monday
Advice and Information: 0900 — 1100 drop-in
Resources distribution
ESOL/IELTS classes
Tuesday
Food distribution (1200 — 1500)
Resources distribution
ESOL classes
Beginners IT class (1300 — 1430)
Wednesday
Advice and Information: 0900 — 1100 drop-in
Work Club 1430 — 1630
Contact us:
Brushstrokes Community Project
253 High Street,
Smethwick,
B66 3NJ

Resources distribution
ESOL/IELTS/Life in the UK classes
Thursday
Food distribution (1200 — 1500)
ESOL/IELTS classes
Friday
Immigration drop in service (0900 — 1100)
Knit and Natter (10.00 — 12.00)
Community Café (1200 — 1400)
EU Settlement Scheme Clinic (0900 — 1200)

Phone: 0121 565 2234
E-mail: info@brushstrokessandwell.org.uk
Website: www.brushstrokessandwell.org.uk

Brushstrokes receives support from:

Parish of St Philip Neri

Charity no. 512992

Charity
no.
234216

Sisters of
the Good
Shepherd

