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At Brushstrokes we value people more than anything
else. In this edition of Messenger we focus on some of
the amazing people who help make our work so
effective and our project so special.
Volunteers at
Brushstrokes come
from far and wide.
Here, we feature
Marisol, who is
supporting us in the
role of Asylum Guide

Baker, aged 10, displaying a )ine
moustache, grown (he says) overnight :)

My name is Marisol Reyes, I am Mexican and I am an academic. I came
across Brushstrokes doing research on Asylum Seekers in the West
Midlands. In my opinion Brushstrokes is a fantastic organisation that
supports lots of vulnerable people and that ethos inspired me to
volunteer. I truly enjoy learning about different cultures and traveling in
the UK and abroad. I also like to cook and try new recipes from different
regions of the world.

Brushstrokes’ new Early Action Advice Worker, Lukano
Omunson, cheerfully displays his runner’s medal after
completing the Simplyhealth Great Birmingham Run on
Sunday 14th October. Lukano, who completed the half
marathon in three hours and six minutes, says. ‘It was my
)irst time at running this distance and it was a real
eye-opener. However I enjoyed it and it felt good to raise
funds for less fortunate people’.
Lukano, who had been training for the half marathon since
only July 2018, ran with a team of his ex-colleagues from
the Refugee and Migrant Centre. Their run has so far raised
almost £6000 for destitute and homeless people and money
is still trickling in.
All at Brushstrokes are very proud of Lukano’s efforts. If
you would like to acknowledge his magni)icent endeavour
with a donation towards the RMC funds, great or small,
please contact him directly at Brushstrokes:
0121 565 2234.

We warmly welcome the
following volunteers to our
friendly Brushstrokes ‘family’:
Sonia —
ESOL Teaching
Volunteer
Paul —
Jesuit Outreach
Volunteer
Janet —
ESOL
Teaching
Volunteer
Seema —
Catering and
Work Club
Volunteer
Sharon —
Catering
Volunteer
Sister Juliana —
ESOL Teaching
Volunteer

Zan —
ESOL Teaching
Volunteer
Shahkera —
Catering
Volunteer

Roz —
ESOL Teaching
Volunteer
Oliver —
Oscott College
Outreach
Volunteer

Annina —
Asylum Guide
Volunteer
Catherine —
Outreach
Volunteer

Josh —
Asylum Guide
Volunteer

Kate —
Volunteer
Driver
Yemane —
Oscott College
Outreach
Volunteer
Marisol —
Asylum Guide
Volunteer

We are desperately in need of reliable volunteers to input
data onto our computer systems. If you can help please
contact Martin on 0121 565 2234. Thank you.

Hello, my name is
Lukano. I will be
responsible for
ensuring that all newly
dispersed asylum
seekers in Sandwell are
provided with priority
information, advice and
guidance to enable them
to negotiate key stages
of the asylum process
and to prevent them from falling into crises such as destitution,
homelessness and mental breakdown. I will regularly carry out outreach
and home visits, and maintain general casework in support of asylum
seekers, refugees and newcomers regarding welfare bene,its, housing,
health, and immigration etc.
We are very glad to have Lukano, who is luent in English, Arabic and
Tigrinyan, working with us at Brushstrokes. Welcome to the team!

Harvest Festival Gifts
Sincere thanks to St Hubert’s primary school,
Oldbury, for a wonderful gift of harvest festival food
to Brushstrokes. This food will be sorted and
distributed to individuals and families in need this
autumn.

Many thanks to Ellen Crooks, Community Liaison worker from
Asda, Cape Hill decorated our vases for our community café .
They also donated all the plastic &lowers. A BIG thank you to Asda
for helping us improve our tables at the Community Café .

Voter Registration Surgery
As many of you will know, every house in Sandwell
was recently sent a letter from Sandwell Council
with regards to updating households’ electoral
registration. To help you complete your form we
invited Surinder Singh from the Elections
Department to Brushstrokes in mid-October to
check your registration.
The event was a great success with a total of 42
service users visiting the surgery and 19 new
registration forms being completed. Surinder would
like to thank everyone who came to the
surgery and looks forward to seeing you all again.
Brushstrokes’ Resources Assistant, Fatmire Braha (right, alongside
volunteer, Parveen), has been with the project for almost 13 years.
She arrived in the UK from Albania and says she was not able to
even say ‘Good morning’ in English at that time. Fatmire
immediately set to learn the language in our ESOL classes before
volunteering her services as a Resource Volunteer helping to
distribute food and clothing. For the past ten years Fatmire has
been employed as our Resources Assistant and says she greatly
enjoys her role as she gets to meet people from many countries
and because she enjoys helping others. She adds that she has made
many friends at Brushstrokes and still clearly remembers how it
felt to be in a strange new place and in need of a warm welcome.
Brushstrokes Resources department is currently in need of all
clothing (especially for men) as well as kitchen utensils (pots,
pans, etc.). We are also desperately short of pushchairs. All items
are thoughtfully given away to individuals and families who are
not able to access bene&its and/or who are in very low-paid work.
We also assist asylum seekers with regular practical support. If
you are able to help us with a kind donation of used clothing or
unwanted (within date) food please do get in touch. Thank you.
0121 565 2234

Welcome… to Sonia
My name is Sonia Stranger and I am a volunteer teaching assistant at
Brushstrokes. Prior to being a stay at home parent for four years my career was
as far removed from Brushstrokes as is possible. I spent ifteen years as a
Casino dealer/Croupier. My career involved three years working on the cruise
ships which saw me travelling to most places in the world even if just for a
day. This was a great time for me because I have always had a thirst for
meeting new people and seeing places.
Having taken a break to be at home with my children, I realised that I didn’t
want to go back to it as it isn’t a family friendly career. Also, as a mother I had
started looking at the world very differently and had the very strong sense that
I wanted to use my skills for good and not just to make money for a large
company.
I really enjoy helping the learners in their pursuit of improving their English. I
feel that it is an honour to be involved in teaching such a vital skill. I mostly enjoy being a friendly face for them and
actually having a chance to get to know them personally. I am also very grateful to each and everyone of them for
accepting me and helping me feel part of the Brushstrokes family. I think of my time here as my favourite part of the
week. In the classroom, I have been really nurtured by Jane. So much so that I have undertaken formal training to
qualify as an ESOL teacher. In September I started an Access to Teaching course at Halesowen college. It is a very
exciting time for me but also challenging. However, with the support of Jane who inspires me to be my best, Nigel,
who is the friendliest and best ‘receptionist’ I have ever met, and Martin who I know is always there if I have any
queries, I am very much looking forward to this next chapter.
Outside of Brushstrokes I also volunteer for Bearwood Action for Refugees. I’m a
mother to two boys aged four and seven. My hobbies include talking and eating, I also
enjoy swimming which doesn’t it with my other two hobbies very well! I hope to be
part of the Brushstrokes family for a very long time as it is such an important place in
our Community. Also, I hope that as my learning progresses I will become even more
useful!
Thank you very much for your kind words, Sonia. You are an extremely valuable member
of the Brushstrokes team and we are glad you are here.

We would like to congratulate Tomasz,
one of our friends and service users, on
inding employment after a long hard
search. Tomasz attended our Work Club
as well as our ESOL classes and despite
facing signi icant barriers in his way has
demonstrated great personal
motivation and determination and this
has been rewarded by obtaining
temporary work with a local company.
It is greatly hoped that Tomasz will be
offered a more permanent contract soon
and Brushstrokes wishes him every
success in life.
Well done Tomasz! Brawo! Doskonale!

Sincere congratulations also to Lorraine,
Hawar and Bani who are now working
part time for Brushstrokes for a
temporary period carrying out advice
work and receptionist duties. All three
ladies previously offered their services to
our centre as volunteers so it is with great
pleasure that we are able to now reward
their dedication with paid employment.

World Day of the Poor
18th November 2018

In October 2014, the irst pilgrimage to Rome gathered 200
people living on the street. During the stay, the idea was
born to establish World Day of the Poor.
Message of Pope Francis at the conclusion of the Jubilee of
Mercy… ‘I wanted to offer the Church the World Day of the
Poor, so that throughout the world Christian communities
can become an ever greater sign of Christ’s charity for the
least and those most in need. To the World Days instituted
by my Predecessors, I wish to add this one.
I invite the whole Church, and men and women of good will
everywhere, to turn their gaze on this day to all those who
stretch out their hands and plead for our help and
solidarity.
Fragment of the letter of Pope Francis at irst World Day of the
Poor (19th November 2017)

Thanks to Brushstrokes
My name is Walaa and I am from Sudan. I studied Radiography
for four years in my country. After I arrived and settled in the UK
I started learning English. Now I am doing IELTS at Brushstrokes
because it’s one of the requirements necessary to get a job as a
Radiographer. Thank you to Jane and all the Brushstrokes IELTS
teaching team.
Are you expecting or have recently given birth to a baby?
We can provide you with some essentials for
yourself and baby to help in the early days. Our baby
packs contain:
Toiletries for mum & baby
New born nappies
New born baby vests & sleepsuits
Baby blanket and much more!
Ask a member of staff, call 0121 565 2234 or email
sally@brushstrokessandwell.org.uk to request one
or to make a referral.

What’s on at Brushstrokes 2018
Monday
Advice and Information 0900 — 1200: drop-in
Advice session: welfare rights and bene/its
(appointments only)
Resources distribution (appointments only)
ESOL/IELTS classes
Tuesday
Food distribution (1200 — 1500)
ESOL/IELTS classes
IT class (1500 — 1650)
Wednesday

Contact us:
Brushstrokes Community Project
St Philips Parish Centre
Watt Street (off Messenger Road)
Smethwick, B66 3DA

Advice and Information 0900 — 1200: drop-in
Work Club 1500 — 1700 (appointments only)
Resources distribution (appointments only)
ESOL/IELTS/Life in the UK classes
Thursday
Food distribution (1200 — 1500)
ESOL/IELTS classes
Friday
Immigration drop in service (0900 — 1100)
Community Café (1200 — 1400)
Resources distribution (appointments only)

Phone: 0121 565 2234
E-mail: info@brushstrokessandwell.org.uk
Website: www.brushstrokessandwell.org.uk

Brushstrokes receives support from:

Parish of St Philip Neri

Charity no. 512992

Charity
no.
234216

