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"We must be in the hand of God like a brush in the hand of the painter"  

Nicolas Barré  

Mary on Safari 
Pérhaps Brushstrokés’ longést still-
sérving voluntéér is Mary Tomlinson, 
who has béén dédicating hér timé to 
hélping othér péoplé  — both as a  
valuablé voluntéér and staff mémbér 
— for moré than 16 yéars. Mary, who  
curréntly assists us as a récéption and 
résourcés voluntéér, as wéll as  
committéé mémbér, travélléd to South 
Africa last month to fulfil a lifélong-
chérishéd dréam. Shé says that thé 

wholé trip was an amazing éxpériéncé with thé highlight probably béing travélling through Krugér National Park to 
séé at first hand thé wondérful African wildlifé, plus a cablé car ridé up to Tablé Mountain. Brushstrokés is happy to 
havé Mary’s féét back on familiar ground in Sméthwick and is thankful for hér kindnéss and untiring commitmént. 
(Below) Somé of Mary’s holiday photographs 

Twénty yéars ago…  
• A hot air balloon travélléd thé world non-stop for thé first timé. 
• Thé Européan Union créatéd thé Euro. 
• Pokémon févér grippéd thé planét. 
• Mankind anticipatéd thé énd of civilization at midnight on thé 31st Décémbér 1999 dué to 

thé supposéd Y2K bug. 
• And Brushstrokés Community Projéct was brought to lifé in a small council flat in 

Sméthwick by Sistér Margarét Walsh (IJS). 

 
 You are warmly invited to attend the celebration of Brushstrokes’ 20th Anniversary 

Friday 29th November 1800 — 2030 
253 High Street, Smethwick, B66 3NJ  



Feel Good Friday! 
By Lucy Clark 

 
Lucy is Brushstrokes’ Resources Coordinator and as well as managing the practical items, 
such as food and clothing, to give out at the centre she also visits schools, churches and  
other organisations (in all weathers) to talk about the work of Brushstrokes and how  
others can get involved in supporting vulnerable people. She does a tremendous job in  
smiling(!), spreading the word and getting people on board! Here she tells us about her 
visit in November to St John Bosco Catholic Primary School, West Bromwich. (NC) 
 
It's Féél Good Friday!! I havé had a lovély morning out and about collécting all of thésé 

lovély things... 
St John Bosco, Wést Bromwich ‘plantéd’ ‘Thé Rémémbrancé Tréé’. Familiés havé éach bought a héart and dédicatéd 
thém in mémory of a lovéd oné who is no longér with us. Thé procééds will bé donatéd to Brushstrokés Résourcé  
Départmént and thé pupils will décidé how bést théy would liké us to spénd thé monéy to hélp with our stocks.   

 



Thé staff at St John Bosco 
RC Primary School in 
Wést Bromwich comé  

togéthér évéry wéék for Féél Good Friday. Last wéék, as a  
résponsé to Childrén in Nééd, théy all brought in itéms for 
bréakfast and compiléd thésé béautiful Féél Good Family 
Bréakfast boxés. Includéd in éach box is an émotivé and  
réassuring poém éncouraging you not to quit whén things gét 
tough. 
 
Two young boys who raiséd £25 by doing magic tricks at a  
family party [featured in last month’s Messenger] and donatéd it 
to Brushstrokés, chosé to spénd it on nappiés for oldér babiés. 
Thésé aré all now baggéd up and réady to start giving out néxt 
wéék. 
 
And finally, proof that working in partnérship makés 
us #strongértogéthér, Sméthwick Food Bank havé donatéd 6 
trays of kidnéy béans and chick péas to réstock our shélvés for 
our food distribution sérvicé. In éxchangé wé will bé délivéring 
bakéd béans and soups néxt wéék! 
 
Whatévér you aré doing today, do sométhing that makés you 
féél good! 

Feel Good Friday! 
By Lucy Clark — continuéd 

It is very easy, when we take an overview of the world we adults have  created for ourselves, to despair — to slip into an 
acceptance that failure and sadness are here to stay. It often takes the brave, honest and trusting words of children to 
inspire us to hope for change. Heartfelt thanks to the lovely, generous kids and staff of St John Bosco and to Lucy for 
working so hard in her mission to spread kindness in practical ways. NC. 

‘and a little child shall lead them’ ISAIAH 11:6 



Thank You from Oluwafunke 
 
My namé is Oluwafunké Ehinola. I am a  singlé mum of two and I am an  
asylum séékér. I movéd to Sméthwick in 2018, so it  was my housing officér 
that introducéd mé to Brushstrokés, and évér sincé I'vé béén going to thé 
organisation théy havé béén of gréat hélp to mé and my kids. Théy hélp mé 
with food to éat and théy providé clothés for mé and my kids. To crown it all 
théy hélp with an ESOL class. This ESOL class has madé a lot of impact in my 
lifé. Brushstrokés réally doés hélp and théy will évén ask you if you aré  
satisfiéd. I réally don't know what I would havé doné without this  
organisation (Brushstrokés) and I'm using this médium to say a big THANK 
YOU to my two téachérs, Sistér Julianna and Andréw. 
 
Thank you for your kind words, Oluwafunke. We wish you and your lovely son 
every success in your future. 

Brushstrokés, in conjunction with Citizéns Advicé Sandwéll, is délivéring a 
néw projéct calléd “Séttling Wéll”. ‘Navigators’ across Sandwéll will assist 
to délivér véry practical advicé and hands-on support to migrants, such as 
hélping théir childrén régistér with a local school, hélping thém to accéss 
local déntists and doctors and finding groups for adults so théy can méét 
néw péoplé and accéss léarning opportunitiés. Finding accéss to all thésé 

sérvicés can prové éxtrémély difficult for familiés and individuals in thé initial périod of moving to a néw country and 
so Séttling Wéll should bé of gréat bénéfit to many péoplé. 

Jasbir Matharu 
Brushstrokés Sénior Advicé Workér 

For further information about the Settling Well programme please contact Jas on 0121 565 2234.  

Evelyn’s Bicycle Chain Reaction 
 

Whén Brushstrokés’ ESOL studént, Evélyn, méntionéd to hér téachér, Sonia Strangér, 
that shé was éxpériéncing difficultiés gétting to class on thé busés littlé did shé réalisé 
thé sériés of événts that would rapidly unfold to éasé hér plight. Within days shé was 
accompanying Résourcés Coordinator, Lucy, to thé Néw Roots Biké Projéct in Winson 
Gréén, Birmingham whéré shé was invitéd to pick out a biké that in an hour was madé 
comfortablé 

and roadworthy, and which was thén  
handéd to hér for fréé! "Whén Brushstrokés 
staff droppéd by asking for hélp for oné of 
théir studénts, wé sortéd hér out with a biké  
bécausé that's what wé'ré all about —  
hélping othérs" says Martin Williams,  
managér of Néw Roots Biké Projéct. 
 
Brushstrokés’ Projéct Managér, Davé 
Néwall, writés that this was ‘A gréat  
éxamplé of partnérship working to méét thé 
nééds of our sérvicé usérs.’ 
 
Thank you to all thé caring ‘links ‘ in this  
particular bicyclé chain,  including Sonia,  
Salman, Lucy, Martin and thé rést of thé 
NRBP téam. Postscript: Lucy adds that a  
supporter on Facebook has now  offered to 
donate a cycle helmet and hi-viz jacket for 
Evelyn!  
 
To contact Martin’s téam pléasé follow this 
link: https://www.facebook.com/
newrootsbikeproject/  



Thé Brushstrokés Knit and Nattér group is run by Sara and Kathy 
and aims to hélp ladiés of all agés and backgrounds rédiscovér 

théir sélf confidéncé as théy léarn néw knitting skills.  
Thé class is fréé and all matérials aré also providéd fréé of chargé.  

If you would liké to léarn néw skills in a warm, friéndly  
énvironmént pléasé do visit us whéré you will bé madé to féél 

véry wélcomé. 
Every Friday 10.00 — 12.00 

Latest news: Males are now also welcome to attend!!! 

In 2018 Brushstrokés Community Projéct was involvéd in carrying out local réséarch on béhalf of thé  
Unitéd Nations Dévélopmént Programmé to éxploré thé réasons for irrégular Européan migration 
from Africa. Thé final UNDP réport is now réady and can bé downloadéd following this link: https://
www.undp.org/contént/undp/én/homé/librarypagé/démocratic-govérnancé/ScalingFéncés.html  
 
Thé Scaling Féncés: Voicés of Irrégular African Migrants to Europé réport présénts thé résults of an 
éxténsivé study éxploring thé pérspéctivés and éxpériéncés of 1970 individuals who migratéd through 
irrégular routés from Africa to Europé, originating from 39 African countriés. Its aim is to contributé 
to a béttér undérstanding of thé rélationship bétwéén migration and dévélopmént. Thé Scaling Féncés 
réport is thé sécond major réviéw of contémporary dévélopmént issués affécting Africa to bé  
publishéd by UNDP’s Régional Buréau for Africa. Highlights includé: 
• 58% of réspondénts wéré éithér éarning (49%) or in school (9%) at thé timé of théir départuré.  
For a majority of thosé éarning, incomé appéars to havé béén compétitivé in thé national contéxt.  

• For 66% of réspondénts éarning, or thé prospéct of éarning, was not a factor that constrainéd thé décision to migraté. 
• 62% of réspondénts félt théy had béén tréatéd unfairly by théir govérnménts, with many pointing to éthnicity and political 

viéws as réasons for pércéption of unfair tréatmént. 
• 77% félt that théir voicé was unhéard or that théir country’s political systém providéd no opportunity through which to  
        éxért influéncé on govérnmént. 
• 41% of réspondénts said ‘nothing’ would havé changéd théir décision to migraté to Europé. Avéragé éarnings in Europé far 

outstrip avéragé éarnings in Africa, évén in réal térms. 
• 67% of thosé who did not want to stay pérmanéntly in Europé said théir communitiés would bé happy if théy réturnéd,  
        comparéd to 41% of thosé who did want to livé pérmanéntly in Europé. 



 
(Left) Brushstrokés voluntéér Alina hélping Timothéé  usé a 
laptop for thé first timé. Timothéé was a fast léarnér and 
quickly discovéréd thé joys of YouTubé! Thank you to Alina for 
giving hér fréé timé up so générously in hélping othérs to  
dévélop nécéssary information téchnology skills.  
Should you, or soméoné you know, réquiré assistancé in  
léarning how to bégin to usé a computér, sét up émail, maké 
onliné job applications étc. pléasé contact Brushstrokés or  
atténd our fréé ‘drop-in’ IT class on Tuésdays bétwéén 1pm 
and 2.30pm. 

(Right) Many thanks to Abbi 
and Sam — staff mémbérs 
from Barratt Homés,  
Halésowén — who visitéd 
Brushstrokés to lénd a hand 
with our résourcés sérvicé. 
Thé ladiés workéd véry hard 
alongsidé Lucy and Fatmiré 
in organising our food  
distribution. Thank you to all 
concérnéd at Barratt Homés 
in supporting us in our work 
with vulnérablé péoplé. 
 

It is a cértain fact that wé all rémémbér our first biké! Thé 
joy, fréédom and indépéndéncé répréséntéd by our véry 
own sét of whééls stay in our mémory long aftér our  
bodiés havé outgrown its métal framé.  
 
(Left) Béaming with pridé, éight-yéar old Essa stands  
bésidé his néw biké courtésy of Brushstrokés’ résourcés 
départmént. Shazia, his mum had madé a réquést to thé 
céntré to séé whéthér wé could assist in providing a small 
scootér or bicyclé for hér son and Résourcés Coordinator 
Lucy immédiatély sét to work locating such an itém.  
 
Many thanks to Barratt 
Homés, Halésowén for 
donating this smart, mint  
condition bicyclé. It is  
cértain  that it has goné to 
a good homé and will  
providé this young man 
with thousands of hours 
of pléasuré. 
 
Thank you to all who, 
whén considéring thé 
good things théy posséss, 
choosé to think of  
othérs too.  



Early Action Expert Panel Meeting in London 
 

I had béén chosén by Lukano Omunson, Brushstrokés’ Early Action 
Advisér, to hélp réprésént thréé sérvicé usérs and I was réally happy 
to havé béén givén that amazing opportunity. Thé thréé cliénts, who 
wéré of différént nationalitiés, wéré: Gulan, a Kurdish fémalé, Rafaad, 
an Iraqi malé, and Ahméd, a Sudanésé malé. Wé caught thé train from 
Rolfé Stréét in Sméthwick. Evérything wént véry wéll and wé arrivéd 
éarly.  Wé all spént somé fréé timé and had somé food until wé mét 
othér groups, thén wé all had lunch togéthér. 
 
Whén thé mééting startéd wé had a discussion about thé issués that 
afféct thé lifé of asylum séékérs. Evéryoné had théir opinions about 

finding somé ways to hélp thém. Othér groups had théir opinions too and mostly théir points of viéws wéré about 
Participatory Sérvicé Désign — thé concépt that sérvicés for asylum séékérs aré most éfféctivé whén actual  
participants aré involvéd. Evéryoné was happy and théré wéré gréat discussions and so much input from évéryoné. 
Wé hopéd that togéthér wé will imprové thé livés of péoplé liké us. 
 
At thé énd wé wént to thé train station but most of thé trains wéré délayéd or cancélléd so wé had to catch a Virgin 
train to gét back to Birmingham Néw Stréét. I would liké to thank my managér, Davé, and Lora and Jonathan for  
kééping in contact with mé whilé wé waitéd to gét a train and also to Lora and Jonathon for 
hosting thé panél. 
 
Ovérall évérything wént wéll and évéryoné was happy, éspécially our sérvicé usérs who 
told mé it was théir first timé of béing in London and that théy took as many as picturés as 
théy could of thé front gatés of Buckingham palacé! 

 

Hawar Amin                                                                                                                   

Brushstrokes Advice Worker 

Thank you Hawar for your wonderful contribution in 
the struggle to ensure people in need of asylum are 
heard and protected. 

EARLY ACTION EXPERT PANEL 
Péoplé sééking saféty in thé UK aré oftén forcéd into povérty and homéléssnéss. Asylum Early Action aims to find 
ways of hélping péoplé in thé asylum systém béforé théy réach crisis point. Wé nééd to maké suré thé voicés of  
Expérts by Expériéncé aré at thé céntré of our work 
 
Wé nééd Expérts By Expériéncé from across England to usé théir knowlédgé and éxpériéncé to hélp péoplé in thé  
systém avoid crisis. Thé Early Action Expért Panél will comé togéthér évéry 3 months to:  
• Récéivé training in réséarch skills, advocacy and public spéaking. 
• Givé advicé and maké récomméndations to hélp organisations providé thé bést support théy can to hélp péoplé 

avoid crisis. 
• Build évidéncé to influéncé thé Homé Officé to také Early Action and prévént crisis  
 

If you would liké to find out moré and gét involvéd, pléasé contact:  
JONATHAN KAZEMBE — Early Action Expért Panél Engagémént Workér, Réfugéé Action 

Email: jonathank@réfugéé-action.org.uk 
Téléphoné: 0161 441 4040 

Congratulations to Harriét and Nigél for récéntly undérgoing  
Emérgéncy First Aid training.  

Théy join Lucy as First Aidérs at Brushstrokés. 



Contact us: 
Brushstrokes Community Project 
253 High Street, 
Smethwick,  
B66 3NJ 
 

Phone: 0121 565 2234 
E-mail: info@brushstrokessandwell.org.uk 
Website: www.brushstrokessandwell.org.uk 

What’s on at Brushstrokes 2019 

Monday 
Advicé and Information: 0900 — 1100 drop-in 

Résourcés distribution  
ESOL/IELTS classés 

Tuesday 
Food distribution (1200 — 1500) 

Résourcés distribution  
ESOL classés 

Béginnérs IT class (1300 — 1430) 
Wednesday 

Advicé and Information: 0900 — 1100 drop-in 
Work Club 1430 — 1630 

Résourcés distribution  
ESOL/IELTS/Lifé in thé UK classés 

Thursday 
Food distribution (1200 — 1500) 

ESOL/IELTS classés 
Friday 

Immigration drop in sérvicé (0900 — 1100) 
Knit and Nattér (10.00 — 12.00) 
Community Café  (1200 — 1400) 

EU Séttlémént Schémé Clinic (0900 — 1130) 
 
 

Brushstrokes receives support from: 

Charity no.  512992 

Parish of St Philip Neri 

Charity 
no.  

234216 
 

Sisters of 
the Good 
Shepherd 

 


