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They Died for a Better Tomorrow
by Margaret Shoemark
They died for a better tomorrow,
face down in the mud they lay,
bodies severed and mangled,
sprawled in disarray.
They didn't want to go to war,
they didn't want to die,
but they dreamed of peace and freedom,
as they waved loved ones ‘goodbye'.
And as they lay there,
dying, alone, midst screams of pain,
their thoughts were of the homeland
they would never see again.
And they prayed to God in heaven
for peace to come again
and the sacrifice that they have made
will not have been in vain.
So we will not forget them,
or the price they had to pay,
for us to have 'tomorrow'
at the cost of their 'today'
(Margaret is a friend of Brushstrokes and frequently
submits samples of her poetry for our newsletter.)
Happy Birthday Fatmire
On the 4th November we were delighted to wish Many Happy Returns to a
special person who works tremendously hard to keep us all safe. Fatmire has
been a member of Brushstrokes’ resources and cleaning staff for a very long
time and is renowned for her calm and unassuming demeanour, kindness
and courtesy, and huge work ethic. No matter what she is asked to carry out
Fatmire does so with quiet efficiency, and during the pandemic no one’s role
has been more vital than hers. Happy Birthday Fatmire! Long life, health and
happiness to you.

Thank you to Sandwell Vision 2030 for
funding which has allowed us to purchase
items to assist our ESOL students access
online classes. We have been able to buy 8
tablets as well as 6 mi-fi portable wi-fi
packages and these have been loaned to
our students of ESOL (English for
Speakers of other Languages) and IELTS
(International English Testing System).
We have also been able to support these
students with mi-fi top-ups.

Pictured above are Claire (left) and Elida setting up a mi-fi account
Students require computer and internet access in order to participate in
English lessons via Zoom and WhatsApp. Elida, one of our Entry 3 ESOL
learners expressed her thanks like this: ‘ I have missed many lessons
because I do not have the internet. Now I can use Zoom. I am grateful for
this help because it is important to me to learn English.’
Many thanks to ESOL Administration Officer, Claire for organising the
responsible distribution of this equipment and for instructing students in
its use.

Thank you very much to Priya who is currently
volunteering with us in her free time. She supports our
advice team by receiving telephone enquiries regarding
benefits and housing issues. She also observes advisers
as they help people with related problems. We are
appreciative of Priya who has also volunteered with us
previously.
Priya recently obtained employment and is now
employed by Changing Lives working with vulnerable
females across Wolverhampton and Walsall. Thank
you Priya for your full time commitment to helping
others change their lives.
A happy Priya

Brushstrokes has an online English Conversation Club on
Mondays at 1.30pm. We meet on Zoom and discuss a
different topic each week. If your English level is Entry 3 or
above and you would like to practise your English
conversation, please contact:
Jane@brushstrokessandwell.org.uk
(We also now have an ESOL enquiry form on our website.)

Brushstrokes is very grateful to Peter Deeley of Deeley Construction, and to Independent Scaffolding Services Ltd,
West Bromwich, for stepping in to help us with a temporary, but safe and secure, overhead shelter. The scaffolding
and board ‘corridor’ runs along the rear of our building and will serve to protect people waiting for resources during
inclement weather. Thank you to Simon and his colleague from Independent Scaffolding for working so quickly to
erect this structure within one day and huge thanks to all concerned at Deeley Construction for your astounding
generosity.

One Farewell and Two Welcomes
Brushstrokes bids Goodbye to Amrit, our Advice Services Manager, who departs on maternity
leave. We wish her a very safe delivery and, to her new
baby, great health and happiness.
Giulia
We warmly welcome Giulia Pizzolini, who will cover
Amrit’s post for the foreseeable future. Giulia introduces
her job role: ‘I manage Brushstrokes advice and
information services for refugees, asylum seekers and
Amritpall
migrants ensuring quality, accessibility and
responsiveness to clients and community needs. I am
responsible for co-ordinating and supporting Brushstrokes’ hardworking advice
staff at drop-in clinics, outreach sessions,
home visits and office appointments.’

Valentina

We also welcome Valentina Merlini, who
joins us as an EUSS Adviser. She writes: ‘Hi
everyone! My name is Valentina and I
recently joined the EUSS team at
Brushstrokes. It’s been so far a great
experience and I am looking forward to this new adventure. I will be supporting
our EU clients and their families to apply for pre-settled and settled status, and as
part of a multilingual team, I will be able to assist Italian speakers with interpreting
if needed. A special thank you to all my new colleagues for welcoming me aboard so
warmly!’

Brushstrokes Bike Bank
“Bicycles have no walls” — Paul Cornish
Written by Brushstrokes Immigration Adviser, Salman Mirza
The price of an off-peak bus day saver here in the West Midlands is currently £4. This may not seem like a lot, but if
you are on a low income, or receiving no income, and worried about social distancing, having a bicycle is an absolute
life saver. Some of the people who access our services have walked over 5 miles to get to us, so we are now appealing
for bike donations. We will check and make each cycle roadworthy and then pass them to the people most in need.
Due to our limited capacity for this project, we are asking people to please initially contact us with a photograph and
brief description of the cycle you wish to donate. We will then make safe arrangements for this to get to us. Please do
not simply arrive at Brushstrokes with a cycle to donate.
If you feel you are able to help, or wish to know more, please accept our thanks in advance, and email Salman:
Salman@brushstrokessandwell.org.uk
·

When the spirits are low, when the day appears dark, when work becomes monotonous, when hope hardly seems
worth having, just mount a bicycle and go out for a spin down the road, without thought on anything but the ride
you are taking — Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859 – 1930), author of Sherlock Holmes

·

To me, it doesn’t matter whether it’s raining or the sun is shining or whatever: as long as I’m riding a bike I know
I’m the luckiest guy in the world — Mark Cavendish, professional racing cyclist

·

Nothing compares to the simple pleasure of riding a bike — John F Kennedy

Give a man a fish and feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish and feed him for a
lifetime. Teach a man to cycle and he will realize fishing is stupid and boring
― Desmond Tutu*
(*Please note, that this is a typically mischievous but very humorous comment from
Archbishop Desmond Tutu — please, no letters from ruffled fishermen. Thanks. NC)
·

Above
Archbishop
Desmond Tutu

Left
Another proud
recipient of a cycle
from Salman.
Two recently acquired cycles
renovated by Salman and ready to go.
Thank you very much to Transport for the West
Midlands for supplying us with free cycle racks
under their ParkThatBike scheme. ParkThatBike
aims to provide community groups and businesses
with free cycle parking. This reduces the likelihood
of bikes being stolen or damaged and makes the
workplace welcoming to cyclists. ParkThatBike can
be contacted on 01594 564344.
Many thanks also to Kevin Wood — our local
electrician and builder — for expertly and safely
fixing the racks to our car park.

Thank You Henryk
Many thanks to Henryk, who has been supported by Karolina
and the Brushstrokes’ EUSS Advice team for a few months
during the lockdown period. In return, Henryk has been happy
to offer his building maintenance services to us and we are
greatly benefited by his hard work. In recent weeks Henryk has
not only cleared our car park and drains of leaves but also given
tired, dark doors a fresh coat of bright paint. Henryk lives with
profound hearing loss and finding employment is not proving
easy for him. However, just like the doors, it is felt that Henryk
himself is being transformed by the welcome and acceptance
here. The measure of dignity that honest labour produces cannot
be overestimated and we are glad to be involved in the
progress of this kind gentleman.

Hardworking Natasha
We are very grateful to Natasha who is assisting Lucy as a
Resources Volunteer. Natasha works very hard sorting
clothing donations and organising them so that we can give
them away to people in need. She says, ‘I enjoy keeping busy
and it really helps me to come here each week. I don’t want to
stay indoors doing nothing. I have great dreams such as going
to university and having a proper job and making a better life
for my son’. Thank you Natasha for all your valuable work
here.
Onwards and Upwards
by Anna Lockley-Scott
This week after many months of volunteering with Brushstrokes, I have been offered a
job with the Faith and Belief Forum. The job is full time and starts on Monday 16th
November, so I have sadly had to say goodbye to my volunteering tasks at Brushstrokes
for the moment. The job is a project coordinator for a community dialogue project in
Birmingham helping to bring communities together across the city. The Faith and
Beliefs Forum is a charity which began in London over 20 years ago and has begun work
in the West Midlands in the last few years. The charity’s aim is to build good relations
between people of all faiths and beliefs. The charity works in schools, universities,
workplaces and in communities to bring people together, helping people to learn from
each other by engaging with questions of belief and identity and challenging stereotypes
and ignorance. The project in Birmingham in funded by the Ministry for Housing,
Communities and Local Government and aims to engage people of different identities,
experiences and backgrounds to help build bridges between communities, and provides
a space to learn from each other. The project follows on from the success of the Walsall
for All project also carried out in the West Midlands. If you would like further
information on the community dialogue project in Birmingham, please contact:
anna.lockley-scott@faithbeliefforum.org.
Brushstrokes wishes Anna every success in her new venture and is thankful for her vital
input during the lockdown period. Anna has proved herself superbly dedicated to the
welfare of others and even popped into the centre to carry out telephone outreach work on the morning of her job interview!

Books glorious books!
Thank you for this wonderful gift from
BookTrust delivered to us by Nicola,
Sandwell Children’s Library Team
Coordinator. BookTrust is the UK’s
largest reading charity and aims to help
get every child reading, instilling in them
a life-time’s enjoyment from books, stories
and rhymes. Their gift is especially
welcome at this time when so many of our
local libraries remain closed
Pictured above is brushstrokes Resources
Coordinator, Lucy, who, upon receiving
these books, said, ‘I can’t wait to start giving
these out to our families from tomorrow!’

A clever and ‘crafty’ THANK YOU to
Lucy and Dave from three of our
very talented Resources clients.

We are very grateful to Keydi, Moses
and Dayanie for bringing a colourful
smile to our faces!

We are very grateful to Surjit, who has been referred to us as a Volunteer
Driver by Sandwell Council of Voluntary Organisations. Surjit kindly takes
time out from his own gas engineering business and utilises his van to collect
food for us from Aldi supermarket each week.
If you would like to be put on our list to help with food collections or
deliveries, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Martin on:
Martin@brushstrokessandwell.org.uk

Change of Reception Hours
Please note that, for the time being, Brushstrokes Reception will close at 1pm each day. For appointments after 1pm
visitors must arrive at the rear of the building and then telephone the staff member they are booked in to see.
BRUSHSTROKES JOB VACANCY
Relief Receptionist/Admin Assistant
You will act as first line contact with the general public and organisations calling or visiting Brushstrokes and also
provide administrative support to the project for the effective delivery of services. This will include evenings and
Saturdays and three sessions working 09.00 – 12.00. You will have experience in a similar role and have a working
knowledge of Microsoft Word and Excel. The successful candidate will be committed to working with people from
differing social and cultural backgrounds and be committed to the project’s ethos of ‘Welcoming the Stranger’.
To apply for this role please view the Jobs page on Father Hudson’s Care’s website and complete the application form.
The closing date is 27th November 2020 with interviews scheduled for 3rd December 2020.
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